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Please note that the English version of this document has been machine-translated and has 
not been reviewed for errors. The English version is therefore provided to improve accessi
bility for individuals with limited knowledge of German; however, in case of doubt, the con
tent of the German version is binding. 

 

Unattended KMS Activation 

1 General Information 

This document specifies the use of automatic activation and automatic OTP license assign
ment for KMS-compatible Microsoft products. 

There are 3 different ways to perform automatic activation/OTP license assignment: 

• Silent 
Window with Progress Bar 

• Very Silent 
No window (background) 

• Ensure 
No window (background); waits for a connection to TUnet, then activates (exception: if 
an OTP license is assigned, falls back to Very-Silent) 

Automatic activation/license assignment requires combinations of console arguments that 
define and configure the mode. Furthermore, for automatic activation, licenses that are al
ready linked to all installed services in the selected product categories—Windows and Office—
are required. 

You can choose whether to activate Windows, Office, or both categories at once. In the case 
of automatic OTP license assignment, no activation is performed afterward: This must be done 
separately and requires different console arguments. 

Activation of the Office product category can only take place if you have licenses for all instal
led Office-like products. Therefore, if you have only one Office license but still have Visio or 
Project installed, activation is not possible. To resolve this, you must first assign a license to 
all Office-like products using either the activation tool’s normal mode or automatic OTP license 
assignment. 

Ensure mode is designed for integration with the Task Scheduler to enable regular activation. 
The activation tool also simplifies the process of setting up this regular activation. 
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2 Command-Line Arguments 

You use console arguments to specify which automatic mode is executed and how it is confi
gured. Configure the automatic mode by combining the following sections. 

1. Option: Automatic Mode 

For automatic mode, select one of the following arguments: 

• -silent 
Uses silent mode for activation 

• -verysilent 
Uses very silent mode for activation 

• -ensure 
Uses Ensure mode for activation (Exception: if an OTP license is assigned, fallback to -
verysilent) 

If you do not use any of these arguments, automatic activation or OTP license assignment will 
not be performed. 

With -ensure, an activation attempt is made only if fewer than 30 days remain. If fewer than 5 
days remain, a Windows notification is also displayed, indicating an urgent, pending activation. 
Note: A log is created daily here, but it only grows larger during activation processes. If you wish 
to limit the number of logs, you must do so yourself, for example, using a small PowerShell 
script. 

2. Selection: Product category(ies) 

During activation (skip this step for OTP license assignment): 

The following arguments are available for selecting the product categories you can activate: 

• -windows 
Windows / Windows Server activation 

• -office 
Office / Visio / Project activation 

You must specify at least one of these two arguments for each automatic activation mode. 

 

For an OTP license assignment (skip this step during activation): 

You need the following arguments: 

• -booking=<booking number> 
The booking number in the format BOOXXXXXXX, e.g., BOO0123456 

• -otp=<one-time password> 
The one-time password (OTP), which can be generated in the TUshop when editing the 
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corresponding booking, in the format XXXXXXXX-XXXX-XXXX-XXXX-XXXXXXXXXXXX, 
e.g.: 8b16866a-9024-42ea-a296-2f164359301a 

Multiple OTP license assignments are not possible directly. These must be performed using 
individual runs of the activation tool. 

3. Option: Configuration Arguments 

You can also configure the activation using the following arguments: 

• -force 
Resolves minor issues that may occur (missing logs directory, time difference, etc.) 

• -timeout=<ms> 
Sets a timeout for web requests in milliseconds. Default value is 10000. Increase this 
value for slow connections. 

• -skipreg 
Skips registry changes 

• -noupdates 
Disables Windows Auto Updates. Has no effect if -skipreg is used. 

• -interactiveAuth 
Prompts for the Microsoft SSO login during a standard license assignment, even if the 
active user has a previous Microsoft SSO session connected to Windows. 

• -useOtp 
Applies only to GUI mode: Prompts for the booking number and associated OTP instead 
of the Microsoft SSO login. Automatic for Windows Server Core versions. 

4. Special Arguments 

When using -ensure (and at least one product category, such as -windows or  
-office), you can create a Task Scheduler entry using one of the following arguments: 

• -register 
No activation takes place. All specified arguments, with the exception of -register, are 
used to create a new entry in the Task Scheduler. 

• -registerbg 
See -register. No direct feedback is provided as to whether the entry was successfully 
created. 

5. Independent Individual Arguments 

The following arguments are also available independently of others: 

• -help 
Displays a brief overview of the arguments 

• -deinstall 
Resets all registry changes 
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• -unregister 
Removes the Task Scheduler entry 

3 Example: Activation with progress bar 

Open a PowerShell window and enter the following command: 

cd " $env: Pr ogr amFi l es\ TUt ool box"  

You are now in the TUtoolbox folder, which also contains the activation tool. Now start the ac
tivation using the following command: 

. \ TUMi cr osof t Akt i vi er ung. exe - si l ent  - wi ndows - of f i ce 

Activation is complete when the progress bar closes automatically. 
If activation was unsuccessful (Windows/Office activation status), the “Troubleshooting” sec
tion will help you. 

4 Example: Registration in the Task Scheduler 

Note: Before creating an entry in the Task Scheduler, you should have tried automatic activa
tion at least once to rule out basic issues, such as missing licenses or an incorrect configura
tion. 

Open a PowerShell window and enter the following command: 

cd " $env: Pr ogr amFi l es\ TUt ool box"  

You are now in the TUtoolbox folder, which also contains the activation tool. Now create an 
entry in the Task Scheduler using the following command: 

. \ TUMi cr osof t Akt i vi er ung. exe - ensur e - wi ndows - of f i ce - f or ce - r egi st er  

You now have an entry in the Task Scheduler with the following arguments: 

- ensur e - wi ndows - of f i ce - f or ce 

This entry in the Task Scheduler is independent of the activation tool and can be modified ma
nually. 
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5 Example: OTP License Assignment 

Note: Before you can assign a license using OTP, you must find the booking number for the 
desired license and generate an OTP when editing the booking (see the End-User Guide for 
more information). 

Open a PowerShell window and enter the following command: 

cd " $env: Pr ogr amFi l es\ TUt ool box"  

You are now in the TUtoolbox folder, which also contains the activation tool. Assign the license 
using the booking number and OTP: 

. \ TUMi cr osof t Akt i vi er ung. exe - ver ysi l ent  - booki ng=BOOXXXXXXX -
ot p=XXXXXXXX- XXXX- XXXX- XXXX- XXXXXXXXXXXX - f or ce 

If you are unsure whether the license assignment was successful or failed, refer to the “Trou
bleshooting” section. 

 

6 Troubleshooting 

Each time the activation tool is run, a log file is created in the Logs directory. This directory is 
typically located in the same folder as the activation tool (Program Files > TUtoolbox > Logs). 
There, you can analyze the logs yourself to identify potential errors. If this does not provide suf
ficient information, please contact Support. 

For automatic activation attempts, you can also wait for the activation tool to finish and evalu
ate the exit code. You can do this with the following commands: 

cd " $env: Pr ogr amFi l es\ TUt ool box"  

( St ar t - Pr ocess . \ TUMi cr osof t Akt i vi er ung. exe - Ar gument Li st  ' - si l ent ' ,  ' -
wi ndows' ,  ' - of f i ce'  - Wai t  - PassThr u) . Exi t Code 

A list of all potential exit codes for the activation tool: 

• 0 
Successful execution with the specified arguments. 

• 1 
An error occurred. Review the log. 

• 2 
Windows activation successful. Office activation failed. 
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• 3 
Windows activation successful. Office activation partially successful (e.g., only Visio). 

• 4 
Office activation successful. Windows activation failed. 

• 5 
Office activation partially successful. Windows activation failed. 

• 6 
The logs directory does not exist. Try using -force. 

• 7 
An error occurred specifically during OTP license assignment. Check the booking num
ber and OTP. Review the log. 
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